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American pragmatism is premised on the notion that to find out what something means, look to fruits rather
than roots. But, as Paul Grimstad shows, the thought of the classical pragmatists is itself the fruit of earlier
experiments in American literature.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Edgar Allan Poe, Herman Melville, and (contemporaneously with the flowering of
pragmatism) Henry James, each in their different ways prefigure at the level of literary form what emerge as
the guiding ideas of classical pragmatism. Specifically, this occurs in the way an experimental approach to
composition informs the classical pragmatists' central idea that experience is not a matter of correspondence
but of an ongoing attunement to process. The link between experience and experiment is thus for Grimstad a
way of gauging the deeper intellectual history by which literary experiments--Emerson's Essays; Poe's
invention of the detective story in "The Murders in the Rue Morgue;" Melville's Pierre; and Henry James's
late style--find their philosophical expression in classical pragmatism. Charles Peirce's notion of the
"abductive" inference; William James's "radical empiricism;" and John Dewey's naturalist account of
experience inform the book's readings.

Experience and Experimental Writing also frames its set of claims in relation to more contemporary debates
within literary criticism and philosophy that have so far not been taken up in this context: putting Richard
Poirier's account of the relation of pragmatism to literature into dialogue with Stanley Cavell's inheritance of
Emerson as someone decidedly not a "pragmatist;" to differences between classical pragmatists like William
James and John Dewey and more recent, post-linguistic turn thinkers like Richard Rorty and Robert
Brandom.
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From reader reviews:

Hannelore Evans:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Experience and Experimental
Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

John Householder:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary
Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses as your daily resource information.

Jonas Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
And also you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
increase you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update
concerning something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses.

Heather Bly:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses when you
necessary it?
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