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Sociology is a challenging discipline, ripe with exciting possibilities. It offers sociologists the chance to
choose multiple theoretical and methodological traditions that offer a full range of important questions and
ways to answer them. A long standing complaint of many sociology professors, however, is that their
students seem to have difficulty moving from problem formation to a theoretical approach and then onto an
appropriate research design.
In his provocative new book, Robert Alford proposes that the starting point for any researcher in the process
and craft of inquiry should begin with an understanding of how to translate elements of his/her own history,
personal experience, and issues, which can then be formulated into research questions. Alford presents three
basic explanatory approaches to sociology -- multivariate, interpretive, and historical -- as well as examples
of each from such luminaries as Durkheim, Goffman, Weber, Marx, and William Julius Wilson. Upon
critical examination, Alford finds each of these three approaches either oversimplified or incomplete. To fill
this gap, Alford proposes a tripartite approach that examines each approach through the lens of the other two
and analyzes the ways these three models of explanation work and relate to one another. The text is intended
to show students how research emerges from, and interacts with, theory. It is designed to help students
formulate, reformulate, and pursue their own theoretically informed research, as well as provide them with
the tools necessary for critically reading the research of others. Using selected examples from both classic
and contemporary studies, Alford strives to illustrate the artistic, rather than formulaic, side of research
design and presents several ways that research questions can be framed. He also offers a "working
vocabulary" to guide novice researchers through the maze of the process. Full of direct, lucid, and
informative accounts of actual research efforts, The Craft of Inquiry is engaging and important reading for
any student interested in developing strong, effective social research skills, and in becoming a better artist of
the craft of inquiry.
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From reader reviews:

Shelia Coggins:

The book The Craft of Inquiry: Theories, Methods, Evidence can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The Craft
of Inquiry: Theories, Methods, Evidence? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But
one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book The Craft of Inquiry: Theories, Methods, Evidence has simple shape but you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Spencer Fuentes:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Craft of Inquiry: Theories, Methods,
Evidence book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Corinna Edwards:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The Craft
of Inquiry: Theories, Methods, Evidence your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
before. The The Craft of Inquiry: Theories, Methods, Evidence giving you one more experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Catherine Lyons:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The Craft of Inquiry: Theories,
Methods, Evidence.
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