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Fifteen years ago, revelations about the political misdeeds of Martin Heidegger and Paul de Man sent shock
waves throughout European and North American intellectual circles. Ever since, postmodernism has been
haunted by the specter of a compromised past. In this intellectual genealogy of the postmodern spirit,
Richard Wolin shows that postmodernism's infatuation with fascism has been widespread and not incidental.
He calls into question postmodernism's claim to have inherited the mantle of the left--and suggests that
postmodern thought has long been smitten with the opposite end of the political spectrum.

In probing chapters on C. G. Jung, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Georges Bataille, and Maurice Blanchot, Wolin
discovers an unsettling commonality: during the 1930s, these thinkers leaned to the right and were tainted by
a proverbial "fascination with fascism." Frustrated by democracy's shortcomings, they were seduced by
fascism's grandiose promises of political regeneration. The dictatorships in Italy and Germany promised
redemption from the uncertainties of political liberalism. But, from the beginning, there could be no doubting
their brutal methods of racism, violence, and imperial conquest.

Postmodernism's origins among the profascist literati of the 1930s reveal a dark political patrimony. The
unspoken affinities between Counter-Enlightenment and postmodernism constitute the guiding thread of
Wolin's suggestive narrative. In their mutual hostility toward reason and democracy, postmodernists and the
advocates of Counter-Enlightenment betray a telltale strategic alliance--they cohabit the fraught terrain
where far left and far right intersect.

Those who take Wolin's conclusions to heart will never view the history of modern thought in quite the same
way.
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From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Seduction of Unreason: The
Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism will make you to possibly be smarter.
You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this
open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Chris Gibbons:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
is this The Seduction of Unreason: The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to
Postmodernism.

Brian Kelley:

You may get this The Seduction of Unreason: The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to
Postmodernism by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem
if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Doris Snell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Seduction of



Unreason: The Intellectual Romance with Fascism from Nietzsche to Postmodernism.
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